2i8    HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH NOVEL

Speedily dropping mere Grobianism, Dekker conducts his
aspiring novice to the Englishman's promenade in St Paul's.

Now for your vontuiing into the Walk, be circumspect and wary
what pillar you come in at, and take heed in any case, as you love the
reputation of your honour, that you avoid the serving-man's log, and
approach not within five fathom of that pillar , but bend your course
directly in the middle line, that the whole body of the church may
appear to be yours ; where, in view of all, you may publish your
suit in what manner you affect most, eithci with the slide of your
cloak from the one shouldei, and then you must, as 'twere in anger,
suddenly snatch at the middle of the inside (if it be taffeta at the least)
and so by that means your costly lining is betiayed, 01 else by the
pretty advantage of compliment. But one note by the way do I
especially woo you to, the neglect of which makes many of our
gallants cheap and oidmary, that by no means you be seen above
four turns ; but in the fifth make yourself away, either in some of
the sempsters' shops, the new tobacco-office, or amongst the book-
sellers, where, if you cannot read, exercise your smoke, and inquire
who has writ against this divine weed, etc. For this withdrawing
yourself a little will much benefit your suit, which else, by too long
walking, would be stale to the whole spectators. But, howsoever, if
Paul's Jacks be once up with their elbows, and quarrelling to strike
eleven, as soon as ever the clock has parted them, and ended the fray
with his hammer, let not the Duke's gallery contain you any longer,
but pass away apace in open view. In which departure, if by chance
you either encounter or aloof off throw your inquisitive eye upon any
knight or squire, being your familiar, salute him not by his name of
Sir such a one or so, but call him Ned or Jack, etc. This will set
off your estimation with great men ; and if (though there be a dozen
companies between you 'tis the better) he call aloud to you (for that's
most gentle) to know where he shall find you at two o'clock, tell him
at such an ordinary or such, and be sure to name those that are dearest,
and whither none but your gallants resort. After dinner you may
appear again, having translated yourself out of your English cloth coat
into a light Turkey grogram, if you have that happiness of shifting,
and then be seen, for a turn or two, to correct your teeth with some
quill or silver instrument, and to cleanse your gums with a wrought
handkerchief. It skills not whether you dined or no (that's best known
to your stomach) or in what place you dined, though it were with
cheese, of your own mother's making, in your chamber or study.

At the ordinary, he must walk up and down as scornfully and
carelessly as a gentleman-usher, with a friend who is dressed if may